Massed and spaced stimulus sequences in dimensional discrimination.
In two experiments, pigeons' responding to a visual flicker-rate continuum was established by a maintained generalization procedure. For both experiments, variable-interval reinforcement was available for responses during stimuli from one half of the stimulus continuum while responses during other stimuli were extinguished. The first experiment compared gradients of dimensional stimulus control produced by randomly presented positive and negative stimuli with gradients produced by massed positive and negative stimuli. The second experiment alternated the order of massed stimulus sequences. In both cases, massing of stimulus sequences diminished positive dimensional contrast effects, without seriously disturbing discrimination between positive and negative stimuli. The results indicate that stimulus sequences can have an important role in the production of dimensional contrast effects.